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BOOK       Devilling for Sir Matthew White Ridley; arbitrating, conciliating,
^ XII.   ^ reconciling warring interests, and stamping tho wholo proceedings in
1897-     tho House with that spirit of clear and precise bargaining which has
always been Mr, Chamberlain's note in politics.1
The controversy cut right across party lines. Many Unionist
employers rebelled in the North. Their apprehensions were real
at the time, and could only be dispelled by experience. In the
House of Commons a Liberal coalowner of shining opulence,
Sir James Joicey, declared that "no more important Bill had
been introduced during the last fifty years, and if he had
been told some time ago a Conservative Government would in-
troduce a measure of such a character he would have been stag-
gered by the information. There was more Socialism pure and
simple in the Bill than in any Bill which had been submitted for
the last half-century". In the House of Lords that venerable
individualist, Lord Wemyss, pronounced that the Conservative
party had been "annexed" by Chamberlain. In that House and
elsewhere a Conservative coalowner, Lord Londonderry, en-
larged on the gloomy theme. He deplored "the dominating will
of the Colonial Secretary whose Radical views on home politics
we have always regarded with disapproval, however much we
may admire him as an Imperialist".
To all whom it might concern, Lord Salisbury replied that on
social questions, "Mr. Chamberlain is the spokesman of our
party". Discontent amongst the peers was more vocal in private
than visible in action. At the end of July they carried the
third reading by 69 to 6. Small differences between the two
Houses were easily adjusted by Chamberlain's tact in the last
phase. The Royal assent was given, and on August 6, the last
day of the Session, the Workmen's Compensation Act was placed
on the Statute-book.
Let us do justice to it and to the ultimate effects of the "revolu-
tionary principle"^ The Act led to so much more litigation than
1 Chamberlain ^ never   was   above    advocated it most strongly and  I
mentioning good journalism as an aid    believe has made some impression on
to statesmanship. In a memorandum    the Trades Union leaders*',
for his colleagues (February 17, 1897)       2 Industrial Democracy, by Sidney
he  remarked:   "The  Trades Unions    and Beatrice Webb, vol. i. (1897) pp.
have hitherto opposed the main pro-    387-388: " ... the whole situation has
posal of the Bill, but their principal    been phanged by the introduction and
organ, the Daily Chronicle, has recently    passage of Mr. Chamberlain's rovolu-